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Washington, Jan 25 (IANS) In a
major development, the US
Supreme Court on Saturday
approved the extradition of
Tahawwur Rana, a key accused in
the 2008 Mumbai terrorist attacks, to
India.

Rana, a Canadian national of
Pakistani origin, has been declared a
fugitive by India and faces multiple
criminal charges related to the
attacks that left 166 people dead,
including six US citizens.

The US Supreme Court dismissed
Rana's review petition against his
extradition. He had filed a "petition
for a writ of certiorari" in November
last year, which was rejected on
January 21.

This decision came a day after
Donald Trump was sworn in as the
47th US President.

"Petition denied," the court stated.
Rana's plea followed a series of

failed legal battles in lower and fed-
eral courts, including the US Court
of Appeals for the North Circuit in
San Francisco.

US Solicitor General Elizabeth B.
Prelogar had urged the Supreme
Court to reject Rana's petition, a rec-
ommendation challenged unsuccess-
fully by Rana's counsel, Joshua L.

Dratel.
Rana, currently detained at the

Metropolitan Detention Center in
Los Angeles, is also a close associate
of David Coleman Headley, the
Pakistani-American Lashkar-e-
Taiba terrorist who played a key role
in planning the Mumbai terror
attacks. Headley, who turned
approver in the case, is serving a 35-
year prison sentence in the US for
his involvement in the brutal terror
attacks on Indian soil.

India has been pursuing Rana's
extradition to hold him accountable

for his alleged role in facilitating the
deadly attacks, which targeted icon-
ic locations in Mumbai over four
days in November 2008.

The attacks, orchestrated by the
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba, are
among the worst terror incidents in
India's history. With the Supreme
Court's decision, Rana has exhausted
all legal options to avoid extradition,
paving the way for India to bring
him to trial.

This marks a significant step in the
long-standing quest for justice for
the victims of the 26/11 attacks.

US SC clears extradition of
26/11 convict Rana to India

Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25 :
The Directorate General
of GST Intelligence
(DGGI) cracked down on
an alleged GST fraud
involving prominent busi-
nessmen and hoteliers, the
Jaisuka brothers. In an
intense overnight opera-
tion that started on Friday
morning and continued
until Saturday, the DGGI
uncovered irregularities in

Input Tax Credit (ITC) fil-
ings, slapping penalties
running into several
crores.

The raids were launched
across eight locations
linked to Rivaah Resort
owners Vikash and Rajesh
Jaisuka in Jamshedpur and
Adityapur.

Sources revealed that
the brothers were not pres-
ent at their residences
when the operation began
but were compelled to

meet officials around 2
a.m. on Saturday.

The findings by the
DGGI have sent shock-
waves across business cir-

cles. According to sources,
the Jaisuka brothers
allegedly generated fake
ITC claims without any
actual supply of goods or
services, causing signifi-
cant losses to the govern-
ment exchequer.

Additionally, sources
disclosed that investiga-
tors broke through walls in
their properties, recover-
ing several kilograms of
gold and cash worth
crores. However, DGGI

officials remained tight-
lipped about the seizures.

DGGI officials have not
revealed the exact amount
of the seizure or the penal-
ty imposed. However,
insiders confirmed that the
brothers were slapped
with a notice to clear
pending taxes amounting
to several crores in the
next few days and were
made to pay advance GST
on the spot in the early
hours of Saturday.

DGGI slaps Jaisuka brothers with penalty in crores for GST evasion 

New Delhi, Jan 25
(IANS) President
Droupadi Murmu on
Saturday lauded the tire-
less efforts of the farming
community, labourers, sci-
entists as well as young
Indians for their invalu-
able contributions to the
country's tangible
progress, which has start-
ed to influence global eco-
nomic trends.

In an address to the
nation on the eve of 76th
Republic Day, President
Murmu said that farmers
have toiled hard to make
the country self-sufficient
in food production.

She added that the
labourers have worked
relentlessly to transform
our infrastructure and man-
ufacturing sector.

"Thanks to their sterling
efforts, India's economy
today influences the global
economic trends," she said.
She also highlighted the
giant leaps by the Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) in
space, in recent years.

"This month, the ISRO
once again made the nation
proud with its successful
space docking experiment.

India has now become the
fourth country in the world
to have this capability,"
President Murmu said. She
further said the dreams of
youth, especially young
women are driving the
'India of tomorrow'. "We
are marching towards the
future, holding our heads
high. The key to our future
is our youth, especially the
young women. Their
dreams are moulding the
India of tomorrow when
we will be celebrating the
centenary of our
Independence," she
remarked. She also spot-
lighted the achievements of
'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam', a
project close to the heart of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

"Last year, on World
Environment Day, we
launched a unique cam-
paign titled 'Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam', paying tribute
to the nurturing power of
our mothers as well as that
of Mother Nature. Its target
of planting 80 crore
seedlings was achieved
ahead of the deadline," she
pointed out. She further
exhorted the countrymen to
affirm our commitment to
strive to realise Gandhi ji's
dreams. "His watchwords,
truth and non-violence will
continue to remain relevant
for the whole world. He
taught us that rights and
duties are two sides of the
same coin - indeed, the true
source of rights is duty,"
President Murmu said.

In address to nation, Prez lauds famers,
labourers for country's progress

Jharkhand awarded with best
performing state for outstanding

performance in LS elections
Ranchi, January 25: For the first time in over two-

decade history, Jharkhand received the National Award
for 'Best Performing State'
for its outstanding perform-
ance during the Lok Sabha
and Assembly polls held last
year. The award was pre-
sented on the occasion of
National Voter's Day.

President Droupadi
Murmu honored Jharkhand's
Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO), K Ravi Kumar, at
the national-level program
organized in Delhi’s
Zorawar Auditorium.

The Avenue Mail wish-
es its readers and patrons
on the occasion of
Republic Day . our office
and Press will remain
closed on 26 th January,
2025. The next edition
will be available on 28 th
January, 2025.   

Editor

HOLIDAY NOTICE

Dumka, Jan 25:
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren on Saturday
inaugurated the newly con-
structed eco-friendly resort
at the Masanjore Dam com-
plex on the Mayurakshi
River in Dumka district,
marking a significant step
towards promoting tourism
in the state.

Soren said that the state's vast potential
for tourism and reiterated the govern-
ment's commitment to developing and
beautifying tourist destinations. 

The chief minister added that the ongo-

ing efforts to improve
tourism-related facilities,
aiming to attract more visi-
tors to the state while ensur-
ing environmental conser-
vation through sustainable
initiatives.

The eco-friendly resort is
designed to blend modern
comfort with environmental

care, featuring 25 cottages, including 10
premium and 15 deluxe units constructed
using SPF wood for durability and aes-
thetic appeal. The resort also includes a
gym, parking space, and a cafeteria to
enhance the visitor experience.

Soren inaugurates eco-friendly resort in Dumka to boost tourism

National Voters' Day 
is about celebrating

India's democracy : PM
New Delhi, Jan 25

(IANS) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday emphasised the
significance of National
Voters' Day, describing it
as a celebration of India's
vibrant democracy.

Taking to social media
platform X, PM Modi
highlighted the importance
of every citizen exercising
their right to vote and
acknowledged the crucial
role of participation in
shaping the future of the
nation.

"National Voters' Day is
about celebrating our
vibrant democracy and
empowering every citizen
to exercise their right to
vote. It highlights the
importance of participa-
tion in shaping the nation's
future. We laud the
Election Commission of
India for their exemplary
efforts in this regard," the
Prime Minister wrote,
expressing his gratitude to
the poll panel for its con-
tinuous efforts in strength-
ening the democratic
process. National Voters'
Day, observed on January
25 each year, is a reminder
of the establishment of the
Election Commission of
India (ECI).
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Traffic restrictions and security
tightened for Republic Day

Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25: Ahead of Republic Day, the
city’s traffic system is undergoing significant changes to
ensure safety and smooth operations. No entry for vehi-
cles will be allowed in the city from 5 am to 11 pm on
January 26. In addition, traffic diversions will be imple-
mented in key areas.

Bistupur Main Road will remain open, but roads near
the Talwar Building and the stretch in front of Tulsi
Bhawan will be closed to heavy vehicles. The restrictions
aim to streamline movement and avoid any untoward
incidents during the celebrations.

Heightened hotel checks
Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Kishore

Kaushal has instructed all police station in-charges to
conduct thorough inspections of hotels in their jurisdic-
tions. "Visitor registers must be checked and if any sus-
picious activity or individuals are found, senior officers
must be informed immediately," SSP Kaushal stated.

Alert in Naxal-affected areas
Additional security measures have been implemented

in Naxal-prone regions since Friday. Long-Range
Patrolling (LRP) has been intensified and checkposts
have been set up at the borders of Bengal and Odisha to
inspect vehicles crossing through these areas.

Biker control measures
To prevent disruptions caused by reckless bikers, spe-

cial checkposts will be set up at eight strategic locations.
Police teams from Sakchi and Bistupur stations, along
with traffic police, will actively monitor areas like
Jubilee Park, where plainclothes policemen and women
personnel will also be deployed.
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Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25
The 15th National Voters’
Day was marked with a
district-level ceremony at
Michael John Auditorium,
Bistupur, organized to rec-
ognize and honor the
exemplary contributions
of personnel in the elec-
toral process.  

The event was graced
by several dignitaries,
including Senior

Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Kishore Kaushal,
Project Director ITDA
Deepankar Choudhary,
Additional District
Magistrate (ADM) Law
and Order Aniket Sachan,
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Dhalbhum
Shatabdi Majumdar,
District Transport Officer
(DTO) Dhananjay, SDM
Ghatshila Sunil Chandra,
Deputy Election Officer
Priyanka Singh, District

Public Relations Officer
(DPRO) Panchanan
Oraon, and Assistant
Director of Social
Security Neha Sanjana
Khalkho.  

During the ceremony,
commendation certificates
were awarded to person-
nel from various electoral
cells for their outstanding
work during the assembly
elections. A total of 62
Booth Level Officers
(BLOs), 187 personnel

from different electoral
wings, as well as repre-
sentatives of Divyangjan
and the transgender com-
munity, were honored for
their dedicated service.  

Highlighting the impor-
tance of youth participa-
tion, five newly registered
voters were presented
with EPIC voter ID cards
at the event.  

SSP Kishore Kaushal
administered the voter’s
pledge to all officials and

staff present in the audito-
rium, emphasizing the
commitment to upholding
democratic values. In their
addresses, the SSP,
Project Director ITDA,
ADM Law and Order,
SDM Dhalbhum, and
other dignitaries com-
mended the awardees for
their exceptional efforts
and encouraged them to
continue their dedication
in future electoral endeav-
ors.  (w-pb)

Outstanding election personnel honoured at
district-level National Voters’ Day ceremony

Seraikela, Jan 25: In preparation for
Republic Day, the District Transport Officer
(DTO) Girija Shankar Mahato has
announced a temporary restriction on the
entry of heavy vehicles in the Seraikela
urban area. To ensure the smooth flow of
traffic and avoid congestion, goods carriers
and large vehicles will be prohibited from
entering certain key routes between 6 am and

1 pm on Republic Day, Sunday, January 26.
The restricted routes include Sini Mor to

Chaibasa Road BJP office, Rajnagar Marg
from Titirbila culvert to Seraikela and Badbil
Chowk to Birsa Chowk. DTO Mahato
emphasized that this measure is essential to
maintain traffic order during the celebrations
and to ensure a safe and hassle-free Republic
Day experience for the public.

No entry for heavy vehicles in Seraikela urban area on R-Day
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Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25: NIT
Jamshedpur’s Alumni Meet
2025, held on January 24 at the
Technology Students Gymkhana
(TSG), was a vibrant celebration
of both the Silver Jubilee (1996-
2000) and Golden Jubilee
(1975-1979) batches. Over 200
alumni from around the world
attended the event, reconnecting
with their alma mater and fellow
graduates. 

The occasion was graced by
distinguished dignitaries,
including Prof. Gautam
Sutradhar (Director), Prof. Ram
Vinoy Sharma (Deputy
Director), Colonel (Dr.) NK Rai
(Registrar) and Prof. MK Sinha
(Dean of Research and
Consultancy). Special guests
included Prof. Chittranjan Sahay
from the University of Hartford,
USA, Shri Sreenivasa Sreekanth
Uppuluri, Chairman and
Managing Director of Edvenswa
Enterprises Ltd. and Anil
Shukla, President of the
NITJAA Home Chapter.

A key highlight of the meet
was the Alumni Awards 2025,

which recognized the
exceptional contributions of
alumni across various fields. Dr.
Aradhana Ray (1991–1995,
Electrical Engineering) received
the Young Achiever Alumni
Award for her outstanding
accomplishments. The
Distinguished Alumni Awards
were presented to Dr. Sanjay
Kumar Jha (1983–1987,
Metallurgical and Materials
Engineering) and Dr. Surendra
Kumar Goel (1984–1988,

Mechanical Engineering) in
recognition of their
distinguished careers. The
Lifetime Achievement Alumni
Award was bestowed upon Shri
Ramendra Kumar Pujari
(1962–1966, Metallurgical
Engineering), honoring his
lifelong contributions to the
field.

The event also featured the
signing of an MoU between
Himalaya Enterprises and NIT
Jamshedpur, aimed at fostering

collaboration in research and
innovation. Additionally, alumni
were introduced to Zopper
Health Insurance, which will
provide exclusive health
benefits for the NIT alumni
community. The gathering was
filled with nostalgic moments,
including hostel visits, cultural
performances by Team Rooh
and interactive networking
sessions. As the day came to a
close, attendees participated in a
celebratory cake-cutting

ceremony, symbolizing the
lasting bonds within the NIT
Jamshedpur community.

The Alumni Meet 2025 was a
resounding success, not only in
reconnecting alumni with their
roots but also in strengthening
the institution’s legacy. The
event inspired future
collaborations, leaving
everyone with cherished
memories and a renewed sense
of pride in their alma mater.
(w/nkm)

A grand celebration of legacy and togetherness at NIT Jsr
Alumni Meet 2025

Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25: Karim City
College in Sakchi celebrated National
Voting Day with an oath-taking ceremony
organized by the National Service
Scheme (NSS) unit on 25 January 2025.
The ceremony saw enthusiastic
participation from NSS volunteers, who
pledged to spread awareness about the
importance of voting and its role in a
democratic society.

The event was graced by the presence
of Principal Dr. Mohammad Riyaz, NSS
Program Officer Dr. Ale Ali, Major
Faqiruddin Ahmed, Anwar Shahab, Dr.
Syed Sajid Parvez, Dr. Tanveer Kazmi,
Examination Head B. N. Tripathi and
NSS Coordinator Syed Sajid Parvez. The
volunteers, along with the faculty, took a

collective oath to encourage voter
registration and ensure informed
participation in elections.

Principal Dr. Mohammad Riyaz
emphasized, "The purpose of celebrating
National Voting Day is to increase
awareness about the electoral process
among voters and to encourage them to
actively vote in upcoming elections." He
called for the active involvement of
students and the local community in
fostering a sense of responsibility towards
the nation’s democracy.

NSS Program Officer Dr. Ale Ali also
urged all eligible adult voters to register
themselves and make use of their voting
rights, stating, “Every vote counts and it
is vital that we encourage everyone to
participate in the electoral process to
shape the future of our country.” (w/nkm)

National Voting Day celebrated at KCC Sakchi

Mail News Service

Chaibasa, Jan 25:
Minister Deepak Birua
laid the foundation stone
for the Mukhyamantri
Ujjwal Yojana (MUJY)
and the Revamped
Distribution Sector
Scheme (RDSS) in Kenjra
village of Tonto block,
marking a significant step
towards providing
electricity to underserved
areas. The foundation
stone ceremony took place
on Saturday, where
Minister Birua, along with
other officials, lit the
ceremonial lamp to
inaugurate the project.

Minister Birua, in his

address, reaffirmed his
commitment to the
residents of the area,
saying, "Before the
assembly elections, I had
promised that all villagers
deprived of electricity
would receive it. Under
the Mukhyamantri Ujjwal
Yojana, 27,109 people
from 1,127 left-out tolas
will be electrified free of
cost." This initiative is
expected to significantly
improve the quality of life
in these remote areas by
ensuring access to
electricity.

Birua also promised that
any other problems faced
by the villagers would be
addressed promptly. His

announcement was met
with enthusiastic support
from the local community,
many of whom had been
waiting for electrification
for years.

The event was attended
by Superintending
Engineer of the Electricity
Department Sanjay
Kumar, Executive
Engineer Gautam Rana,
Assistant Electrical
Engineer Shankar Sawaiya
and local officials. The
presence of villagers and
dignitaries underscored the
importance of the project
in bringing essential
infrastructure to
underserved areas of Tonto
block. (w/nkm)

Deepak Birua lays foundation stone for
electrification project in Tonto Block

Tops TLM Manufacturing
Workshop and Exhibition

Seraikela, Jan 25: A three-day district-level TLM
(Teaching Learning Material) manufacturing workshop
and exhibition was recently organized at the District and
Training Institute in Gamharia, Seraikela, under the
guidance of GCERT Ranchi. The workshop saw
participation from various teachers across the district,
who showcased their skills in creating innovative
teaching materials.

The workshop culminated in a block-wise exhibition
of the materials prepared by the teachers. Seraikela block
emerged as the top performer, securing the first position
for their outstanding contributions. Kuchai block took
second place, while Kukru block came in third.

Block Education Extension Officer of Seraikela,
Dinesh Kumar Dandapat and Block Resource Person,
Gautam Kumar, congratulated the teachers from
Seraikela block for their remarkable achievement. “This
accomplishment reflects the hard work and creativity of
our educators.
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Seraikela, Jan 25: The District Legal
Services Authority successfully organized the
monthly Lok Adalat for January at the Lok
Adalat Hall in the Civil Court and Chandil
Court. A total of six cases related to excise, for-
est and electricity matters were settled on the
spot through mutual agreement between the
concerned parties.

The Lok Adalat aims to provide an alternative
dispute resolution mechanism, ensuring swift
and amicable settlements. During this session, a
revenue of Rs 25,700 was generated from the
settlements. The initiative highlighted the effi-
ciency of the Lok Adalat in resolving cases with-
out prolonged legal procedures, offering a quick
resolution to parties involved in disputes.

Six cases disposed of in monthly Lok Adalat

Mail News Service

Seraikela, Jan 25: In an
incident, Seraikela Police
arrested Khetro Mohan
Hessa, the elder brother of
Budhan Hessa, on charges
of murder. The incident
occurred at Basasai village
in the Seraikela police sta-
tion area. According to
police reports, a dispute
over land division led to
the fatal confrontation
between the two brothers

on Friday afternoon.
Khetro Mohan Hessa

allegedly struck his
younger brother, Budhan
Hessa, with an iron axe,
causing severe injuries.
Budhan collapsed, bleed-
ing profusely and was
immediately rushed to
Seraikela Sadar Hospital.
Unfortunately, despite
medical efforts, Budhan
succumbed to his injuries
at MGM Hospital that
evening.

On Saturday morning,
the middle brother,
Champai Hessa, lodged an
FIR with the Seraikela
police, accusing Khetro
Mohan Hessa of the mur-
der. Following the FIR, the
police promptly arrested
the accused and seized the
weapon used in the crime,
an iron dhurmush. The
investigation is ongoing as
the authorities continue to
gather more details about
the incident. (w/nkm)

Seraikela police arrest elder brother for murder
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The criminalization of politics has long been a concern in India, undermin-
ing the country's democratic foundations and eroding public trust. The
presence of individuals with criminal backgrounds in political roles poses

a grave threat to governance, justice and societal well-being. Justice Pankaj Mithal
of the Supreme Court recently voiced the need for clean politics, stating that the
citizens of India deserve a "clean India," which inherently demands politicians
with untainted reputations. This timely remark comes against the backdrop of the
upcoming Delhi Assembly elections, a critical juncture to reflect on the kind of
leadership India needs.

Justice Mithal made this observation while rejecting the interim bail plea of
Tahir Hussain, an AIMIM candidate and accused in the 2020 Delhi riots that trag-
ically claimed 53 lives and left many others injured. The allegations against
Hussain extend beyond inciting violence, encompassing the murder of a Home
Ministry official and involvement in multiple other cases, including one under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). His participation in politics,
despite facing such severe charges, is emblematic of a broader issue-individuals
with criminal records often gaining access to positions of power.

Justice Mithal's stance underscores a harsh reality: political platforms are fre-
quently exploited by individuals with tainted images to legitimize their status and
evade justice. Despite being implicated in serious crimes, such candidates often
emerge victorious, sometimes even while in custody, as their supporters portray
them as "Robin Hood" figures. This phenomenon perpetuates a cycle where poli-
tics becomes a haven for those who should instead face the full extent of the law.

Historically, politics and criminality in India have shared an uneasy relationship.
Initially, politicians employed individuals with questionable backgrounds to influ-
ence elections through intimidation or manipulation. Over time, these very indi-
viduals realized the immense power politics offered and began contesting elec-
tions themselves. The result? An alarming number of lawmakers with pending
criminal cases, some involving grave charges such as murder, assault and corrup-
tion.

The numbers paint a grim picture. According to various studies, a significant
percentage of elected representatives in India have criminal cases against them.
This trend is not just a moral failure but also a practical impediment to gover-
nance. Leaders burdened by criminal cases often prioritize self-preservation over
public welfare, diverting attention and resources from development to legal bat-
tles and personal agendas.

Justice Mithal's remarks bring to light the urgent need for systemic reforms. One
such measure could involve barring individuals with serious criminal charges
from contesting elections until they are acquitted. Critics argue that this might vio-
late the principle of "innocent until proven guilty," but the counterpoint is com-
pelling-those accused of heinous crimes must not be allowed to wield legislative
power while their innocence remains unproven. Safeguards, such as fast-tracking
trials for political candidates, could address concerns of undue delays in justice.

From the Editorial Desk

Time for clean politics in India

Er. Prabhat Kishore

After a long strug-
gle, Bharat got
independence

from British monarchy on
15 August 1947. At that
time, the nation did not
have its own constitution,
on the basis of which the
governance could be run
under a democratic sys-
tem. On 29 August 1947,
the Indian Constituent
Assembly constituted a 7-
member drafting commit-
tee under the chairmanship
of Dr. Ambedkar, which
submitted the draft copy of
the Constitution to the
Assembly on 4 November
1948. 

After thorough  discus-
sion and debate, the
Constitution prepared was
adopted by the Constituent
Assembly on behalf of the
people of Bharat on 26
November 1949
(Margashirsha Shukla
Saptami, Samvat 2006
Vikrami) with the signa-
tures of 284 members. But
the date for its implemen-
tation was fixed two
months later 26 January
1950, because on this his-
toric day i.e. 26 January
1930, on the auspicious
occasion of Vasant
Panchami, the resolution
of "Purna Swaraj" (com-
plete independence) was
passed in the Lahore ses-
sion of the Indian National
Congress and the stagnant
freedom struggle got new
momentum and energy.

It took 2 years 11
months and 18 days to give
a concrete shape to the
Constitution of Bharat.
The Constitution of Bharat

is the longest, most com-
prehensive and detailed
written constitution in the
world. The Constitution as
originally adopted  had a
preamble, 395 chapters
(divided into 22 parts) and
8 schedules. The contro-
versial Government of
India Act 1935, passed by
the United Kingdom
Parliament, was replaced
by the Constitution of
Bharat on 26 January 1950
and it  became a legal
indigenous document. On
the same day, Deshratna
Dr. Rajendra Prasad was
sworn in as the first
President of Bharat, the
supreme constitutional
head, and the Constituent
Assembly was transitioned
into the Parliament of
Bharat under the transi-
tional provisions of new
constitution. 

In fact, after attaining
independence on 15
August 1947, first
Governor General Lord
Mountbatten and after-
wards Chakravarti
Rajagopalachari dis-

charged the responsibility
as  constitutional head.
There was a lot of political
maneuvering, upheaval
and checkmate moves in
the then Congress in the
selection of the first
President of Bharat. On the
one hand, Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru wanted
to continue with the then
Governor General
Rajagopalachari as the first
President by making it a
question of his prestige;
while on the other hand,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Home Minister Sardar
Patel, who had a strong
hold on the Congress
organization as well as  the
government, and most
Congressmen were in
favour of the Chairman of
the Constituent Assembly,
Dr. Rajendra Prasad.
Ultimately, ignoring all the
chess moves,  Rajendra
Babu was given the com-
mand of the first constitu-
tional head of the nation.

Bharat is called the
mother of democracy. The
democratic system here is

much older than the west-
ern concept of democracy.
The constitution of any
country is the foundation
of its governance system.
The preamble of the
Constitution of Bharat
begins with the words
"WE, THE PEOPLE OF
INDIA", which emphasis-
es the basic spirit of our
Constitution i.e. democra-
cy. The preamble states
that this constitution
ensures social, economic
and political Justice,
Liberty of thought, expres-
sion, belief, faith and wor-
ship, Equality of status and
of opportunity and pro-
motes Fraternity assuring
the dignity of the individ-
ual and the unity and
integrity of the Nation.

However, after inde-
pendence, more than a
hundred amendments have
been made to the original
constitution from time to
time till September 2024,
some of which were also
termed controversial. As of
today, the constitution con-
sists of a preamble, 448

chapters (divided into 25
parts) and 12 schedules.
While the Constitution of
Bharat on the one hand
gives the nation the char-
acter of a sovereign demo-
cratic republic, it also
guarantees its citizens their
duties and rights. We are
proud to be citizens of a
nation where every citizen
has equal rights.
Accordingly, it is the duty
of every citizen to respect
this right and make his
valuable contribution
towards nation building.

The historic day of
Republic Day gives all the
countrymen the pride and
self-realization of being
the largest democratic
nation in the world. It not
only reflects the power of
the Constitution, but also
reaffirms the democratic
values and rights of the
country. This day inspires
us to work together and
contribute to the all-round
development of the
nation.

(The author is an engi-
neer and educationist.)

Republic Day : National festival of democratic sovereign Bharat

Republic Day: A Time for Reflection, Renewal, and Action

Dr (Fr) Mukti Clarence

Republic Day is
not merely a date
on our calendar; it

is a profound reminder of
the ideals that define
India. On January 26,
1950, the adoption of the
Constitution marked the
transformation of our
country into a sovereign,
socialist, secular, and
democratic republic. As
we commemorate the 76th
Republic Day in 2025, let
us honour its significance
by reflecting on our shared
responsibilities, con-
fronting the challenges

that persist, and embracing
a vision for a united and
inclusive India.

The Constitution: A
Living Legacy

Our Constitution is not
just a legal document but
the foundation of India's
democracy. Crafted with
meticulous care by vision-
aries like Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, it guarantees
justice, liberty, and equali-
ty while celebrating the
country's rich diversity.
However, the promise of
the Constitution often
remains unfulfilled.
Divides based on religion,
caste, and gender, along
with disparities in educa-
tion and healthcare, high-
light the work still to be
done. For many, democra-
cy appears vibrant only on
paper, as inequalities per-
sist, leaving the marginal-
ized struggling to access
their basic rights. As we
reflect on these realities,
Republic Day reminds us

of our collective responsi-
bility to uphold the princi-
ples enshrined in the
Constitution. It is not just a
day for celebration but an
opportunity to confront
these challenges head-on
and work toward an India
that embodies true justice
and inclusivity.

Unity in Diversity: Our
Greatest Strength

India's unparalleled
diversity is both its great-
est strength and its most
significant challenge.
Republic Day offers a
chance to reaffirm our
commitment to unity,
breaking down the divides
of religion, language,
caste, and region that con-
tinue to hinder progress.
Bridging these gaps
requires inclusivity and
compassion, ensuring that
every citizen feels valued
and empowered. While
celebrating our cultural
heritage through art,
music, and traditions, we

must also strive to make
this heritage a source of
unity rather than division.
By participating in initia-
tives that foster under-
standing and collabora-
tion, we can create a soci-
ety where diversity
becomes a bridge to
shared growth and pros-
perity.

Action over
Celebration: Building a
Better Tomorrow

Republic Day is not
only a commemoration of
our past but also a call to
action for the future. The
enduring disparities
between the rich and the
poor, coupled with the
struggles of the lower
middle class in accessing
education and healthcare,
demand immediate atten-
tion. As citizens, we must
move beyond symbolic
gestures and take concrete
steps to address these
issues. The entrepreneurial
spirit ignited by the rights

guaranteed in our
Constitution must be har-
nessed to drive economic
inclusion, empowering
individuals across all stra-
ta of society. Moreover,
supporting the silent
heroes of our nation-the
armed forces, police, and
first responders-under-
scores our commitment to
collective well-being. This
Republic Day, let us
resolve to embody the
change we wish to see: an
India that is not only pow-
erful and successful but
also compassionate and
equitable. The true
essence of this day lies in
our unwavering dedication
to justice, equality, and
fraternity-values that,
when lived out, create a
republic worth celebrating
every day.

Dr (Fr) Mukti
Clarence, S.J.  is an assis-
tant professor at XITE
Gamharia (Autonomous)
College.

Kolkata, Jan 25 (IANS) An
association of Kolkata-based
environmental activists, under the
name and style of Morning
Walker's Guild of Rabindra
Sarobar, has outlined a unique ini-
tiative to observe and document
the current state of the Heritage
Ganga and its ghats (concrete
banks) in the stretch from Outram
to Dakshineswar-Belur in
Kolkata.

Rabindra Sarobar, popularly
known as Dhakuria Lake, is the
biggest artificial lake in South
Kolkata and a favourite haunting
spot of environmentalists and
environmental activists.

The convenor of the associa-
tion, Somendra Mohan Ghosh, an
acclaimed city-based green tech-
nologist and environmentalist,
told IANS that the expedition will
be conducted on February 9 aim-
ing to assess the present situation
of the river and its concrete banks
locally known as ghats within the

stretch in Kolkata.
"This endeavour will provide

invaluable insights into the envi-
ronmental and conservation
efforts required to protect this
sacred and culturally significant
water body," Ghosh added. He
also said that the group will also
share the findings of the expedi-
tion with common people along
with video clips and still photo-
graphs of the event.

"A comprehensive report will
also be submitted to the appropri-
ate authorities both under the
Union and the West Bengal gov-
ernment so that the latter can
adopt appropriate steps accord-
ingly," Ghosh added.

The expedition has been poeti-
cally titled as 'Kolkatar Ganga
Ghater Golpo' (The tale of
Concrete River Banks of Ganges
in Kolkata).

The initiative is being viewed as
quite significant considering that
the work for the restoration of

Kolkata's iconic 'Adi Ganga' also
known as Gobindapur Creek and
Tolly's Canal is scheduled to start
soon.

The restoration work comes
under the Namami Gange
Programme, an integrated conser-
vation mission under the National
Mission of Clean Ganga, to
accomplish the twin objectives of
effective abatement of pollution,
conservation and rejuvenation of
River Ganga.

The work for the restoration of
Adi Ganga is the second biggest
revival project under the Namami
Gange Programme. Basically, a
stream that was part of the
Hooghly River flowing in the
Kolkata area, Adi Ganga was the
main flow of that river between
the 15th and 17th centuries.

State government sources said
that a total of Rs 753 crore had
been earmarked for this particular
project, which involves dredging
for over 15.5 kilometres.

Environmentalists' body in Bengal to assess condition of River Ganga's part flowing through Kolkata

Mumbai, Jan 25
(IANS) Bulls made sever-
al attempts to bounce back
but the overall sentiment
remained weak as Nifty
slipped for the third con-
secutive week amid geo-
political uncertainties.

It was, however, an
eventful week on both
global and domestic fronts
but despite the develop-
ments, there was no signif-
icant change in the price
structure.

"Aside from Tuesday's
strong sell-off from higher
levels, the week saw chop-
py sessions, eventually
ending with a modest loss
of around half a per cent,
just below 23,100," said
Rajesh Bhosale from
Angel One.

While the broader mar-
kets were under pressure,
the sell-off in the bench-
mark index showed signs
of slowing down.

"This could be a precur-
sor as we approach the
budget week, a key event
that often sets the market
tone, either continuing the
current trend or signalling
a reversal," according to
Bhosale.

Indian stock markets
remained volatile on
Friday as selling pressure
at higher levels weighed
on benchmark indices.

At the closing bell, the
BSE Sensex was at
76,190.46, down 329.92
points or 0.49 per cent,
while the Nifty 50 slipped
113.15 points or 0.49 per
cent to finish the day at
23,092.2.

Both indices touched

intra-day highs of
76,985.95 and 23,347.30,
respectively, before losing
momentum. Indian equi-
ties ended a volatile ses-
sion on a weak note as
global optimism failed to
lift domestic markets.

According to Siddhartha
Khemka of Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd,
broader market indices this
week were under heavy
selling pressure as Nifty
midcap100 lost 1.6 per
cent and Nifty small-
cap100 plunged 2.4 per
cent.

The FPIs offloaded equi-
ties worth Rs 5,463 crore
on Friday, pushing their
cumulative outflows for
the month to Rs 66,322
crore.

In global developments,
the Bank of Japan hiked
interest rates by 25bps to
0.5 per cent, bringing its
policy rate to its highest
level since 2008, as it
seeks to normalise its mon-
etary policy.

"On the other hand, US'
benchmark S&P 500 rose
to a record high, while the

other two indices gained
for the fourth day in a row
after US President Donald
Trump called for lower
interest rates and cheaper
oil prices," said Khemka.

According to market
experts, traders should
closely monitor these lev-
els and adjust their strate-
gies accordingly.

"In the midcap space, we
saw mixed performance,
with some days experienc-
ing sharp sell-offs and oth-
ers seeing strong rallies.
Such volatile movements
and themes are likely to
continue, so traders need to
remain agile in their stock
selection," said experts.

Domestic equities are
expected to trade within a
broad range with some
volatility amidst the Q3
result season, unfolding of
US President Trump's eco-
nomic policies and the
Union Budget on Saturday
(February 1).

PSU and capex themed
stocks such as railway,
defence, capital goods will
be in focus ahead of the
Budget, said experts.

Eventful week for Indian stock markets,
budget holds key for directional breakout
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Jamshedpur, Jan 25: The 15th
National Voters’ Day was cele-
brated with great enthusiasm and
solemnity at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi, where the President,
Droupadi Murmu, graced the
occasion as the chief guest. On
this significant day, District
M a g i s t r a t e - c u m - D e p u t y
Commissioner Ananya Mittal was
honored with the prestigious
‘General Category Award’ for the
successful conduct of the 2024
Lok Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions.  

The award recognizes the
exceptional efforts made by dis-
trict administration officials in
ensuring free, fair, and transparent
elections. Ananya Mittal’s leader-
ship and meticulous planning dur-
ing the electoral process stood out
as exemplary. Under his supervi-
sion, the district saw remarkable
voter participation, seamless coor-
dination, and effective implemen-
tation of election protocols, earn-
ing him this coveted recognition.  

Addressing the gathering,
President Murmu lauded the

efforts of the Election
Commission of India (ECI) and
district administrations across the
country. She emphasized the
importance of voter participation
in strengthening democracy and

encouraged citizens, especially
the youth, to actively engage in
the electoral process.  

In his acceptance remarks,
Ananya Mittal expressed grati-
tude for the recognition and cred-

ited the achievement to the collec-
tive efforts of his team and the
cooperation of voters in his dis-
trict. “This honor is not just mine
but belongs to every official and
citizen who contributed to making
the elections a success,” he said.  

The event also witnessed the
participation of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and other
senior officials from the Election
Commission, along with repre-
sentatives from various states and
districts. Discussions were held
on innovative practices imple-
mented in elections, voter aware-
ness campaigns, and the use of
technology to enhance electoral
processes.  

National Voters’ Day, celebrat-
ed annually on January 25, marks
the foundation day of the Election
Commission of India. The day
aims to encourage people to exer-
cise their voting rights and high-
light the pivotal role of voters in a
democracy. This year’s theme,
“Nothing Like Voting, I Vote for
Sure,” resonated with the overar-
ching goal of increasing voter
turnout and inclusivity in elec-
tions.  (w-pb)

DC Ananya Mittal honored by President
Murmu on 15th National Voters’ Day

Mail News Service

Seraikela, Jan 25: National Voter's Day-2024 was
observed with great enthusiasm at polling booth numbers
323 to 331, with a focus on voter awareness and recog-
nition. The event was organized by the Booth Level
Officer (BLO) supervisor, Shankar Kumar Satpathy, who
took the initiative to administer the voter’s oath to the
present citizens, reminding them of their rights and
responsibilities.

In a special gesture, newly registered voters were hon-
ored with flowers, symbolizing their first step into the
democratic process. .Additionally, senior citizens were
warmly welcomed and presented with blankets, in appre-
ciation of their contributions to society. The gesture was
aimed at creating a sense of inclusion and respect for all
generations participating in the election process.

The program was attended by Booth Level Officers
Maneka Tiu, Geetanjali Soren, Durgamani Mahato and
several other local officials, making the event a commu-
nity-driven success. BLO Supervisor Shankar Kumar
Satpathy emphasized, "We want to encourage people to
register, vote and participate in building a stronger
democracy." The event brought together new voters and
senior citizens alike, reinforcing the importance of voting
and democratic engagement. (w/nkm)

Road safety awareness bike
rally held in Adityapur

Seraikela, Jan 25: A bike rally was organized to
spread awareness about road safety as part of the ongo-
ing Road Safety Month celebrations. Under the leader-
ship of District Transport Officer Girja Shankar Mahato
and Traffic Inspector Ajay Mishra, the rally toured vari-
ous areas of Adityapur, urging citizens to prioritize safe-
ty while on the road.

The bike rally aimed to engage the public in meaning-
ful conversations about road safety, with the key message
being, "We care for you, be aware and take care of your-
self and your family." The rally was part of the larger
departmental effort to reduce accidents and promote safe
driving practices. Girja Shankar Mahato, District
Transport Officer, stated, "Our department’s theme is
about caring for people, ensuring their safety and pro-
moting awareness of road safety."

The rally was accompanied by various officials,
including Motor Vehicle Inspector Ravi Prasad, District
Road Safety Manager Kundan Verma and Road Analyst
Engineer Ashutosh Kumar Singh. (w/nkm)

Road accident leaves 55-year-
old man seriously injured

Seraikela, Jan 25: A 55-year-old man, identified as
Ajit Oraon from
Doomardiha, was
severely injured in a
road accident on the
Seraikela-Kandra
main road near
Podadih. The acci-
dent occurred when
Oraon was involved
in a collision, leaving
him in critical condi-
tion.

He was quickly
rushed to the Sadar
Hospital in Seraikela

by a road ambulance, where doctors provided first aid.
However, due to the severity of his injuries, he was
referred to MGM Hospital in Jamshedpur for more
advanced treatment. A hospital spokesperson stated,
"Ajit Oraon is in a critical condition and we have ensured
that he is transferred to Jamshedpur for better medical
care."

The police are investigating the cause of the accident
and an FIR has been lodged under Seraikela police sta-
tion. (w/nkm)

National Voter's Day-2024 
celebrated with special honours

Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25:
Carmel Junior College
hosted its much-anticipated
Nursery Nite "Rhyme and
Rhythm" on Friday, 25th
January 2025, offering a
vibrant platform for tiny
tots to showcase their tal-
ents. The event was graced
by the School Manager,
Sister Jyothi D'Souza,
Principal Sister Sharel,
Vice Principal Sister
Amala Rani and Nibedita
Mishra, the Chief Guest for
the evening.

The evening began with
a prayer and the lighting of
the ceremonial lamp, fol-
lowed by a lively welcome
song and dance. The event

was a fusion of music,
dance and drama, with the

children stealing the show
with their delightful per-

formances, including
action songs, rhymes and

dances.One of the high-
lights was the charming

Fashion Show, where the
little ones wore costumes
representing different
alphabets, captivating the
audience with their cuteness
and creativity. Nibedita
Mishra, in her address,
commended the school for
nurturing creativity and val-
ues in young minds and
praised the efforts of the stu-
dents, teachers and par-
ents.Principal Sister Sharel
also lauded the students for
their marvellous perform-
ances and expressed grati-
tude to the parents for their
continued support. Nursery
Nite 2024-25 proved to be a
grand celebration, leaving a
lasting impression on
everyone who attended.
(w/nkm)

Carmel Junior College celebrates Nursery Nite "Rhyme and Rhythm"

Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25:
The Rotary Club
Jamshedpur West success-
fully organized the South
Asia Fellowship Golf
Rotary Tournament today
at the prestigious Golmuri
Golf Course. The event,
which attracts Rotarian
golfers from across South
Asia, saw participation
from around 100 golfers
representing various cities,
including Kodaikanal,
Nagpur, Digboi, Tinsukia,
Vadodara, Imphal,
Dehradun, Jamalpur,
Ranchi and Jamshedpur.
Notably, women golfers
also participated in this
competitive yet friendly
tournament.

The tournament was
formally inaugurated at

7:00 AM with a cake-cut-
ting ceremony. The
esteemed guests included
Hon'ble Minister Arjun
Munda, Tata Steel Vice
President Sundar Raman
and Rotary Club
Jamshedpur West
President Dr. Amit
Mukherjee, who were
present to grace the occa-
sion and address the gath-

ering.
The tournament serves

as an opportunity for
Rotarians to engage in
sporting activities, foster-
ing camaraderie and fel-
lowship across regions.
Dr. Amit Mukherjee,
President of Rotary Club
Jamshedpur West,
expressed his delight at
the success of the event

and highlighted the
importance of promoting
community engagement
through such events. “We
are proud to host this
prestigious tournament,
which not only brings
Rotarians together but
also promotes the spirit of
sportsmanship and fel-
lowship,” he said.
(w/nkm)

Rotary Club Jamshedpur West hosts South
Asia Fellowship Golf Rotary Tournament

Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25: Masoom
Vertical of Thalir, in collaboration
with Young Indians (Yi)
Jamshedpur, organized a special
event called Masoom Mela at
Narbheram Hansraj English School
(NHES) on January 25, 2025. The
carnival aimed to raise awareness
among children about “safe and
unsafe touch” through a series of
engaging games, activities and food.

A total of 335 students from vari-
ous project schools of the city partic-
ipated in the event, which was
designed to be both educational and
entertaining. The children were
introduced to the concept of safety in
an interactive way, making the event
not only fun but also meaningful.

The event was graced by Pulkit
Jhunjhunwala, the Chief Guest and
Kalpana N. Rawal, the Guest of
Honour. Both leaders lauded Young
Indians Jamshedpur for their initia-
tive to spread awareness about child
safety. “The safety of our children is
paramount and this event is a won-

derful way to educate them about it
in a fun and engaging manner,” said
Jhunjhunwala. Rawal echoed his
sentiments, adding, “Such initia-
tives play a crucial role in empower-
ing children and equipping them
with the knowledge they need to
stay safe.”

The event also received special
thanks for Nakul Kamani, Manager
of Narbheram Hansraj English
School, who provided the school

premises for the event. Rachna Nair,
Kaushik Modi, Shruti
Jhunjhunwala, Prashansha Mehta,
Megha Bhalotia, Past President
Krishna Kharia and other Yi
Jamshedpur members were also
present.

Yi Jamshedpur’s Masoom Mela
exemplifies the organization’s com-
mitment to ensuring the safety and
well-being of children in the com-
munity. (w/nkm)

Masoom Mela promotes child safety at
Narbheram Hansraj English School

Sergeant Shruti Roy to represent
Ghatsila in Republic Day Parade
Ghatsila, Jan 25: Sergeant Shruti Roy, a talented stu-

dent from Sant Nandlal Smriti
Vidya Mandir, is all set to par-
ticipate in the Republic Day
parade in New Delhi on
January 26, 2025. A proud
moment for Ghatsila and East
Singhbhum, Shruti is the only
participant from the district in
her category, having qualified
after excelling in seven differ-
ent selection camps.

Shruti’s remarkable
achievement was celebrated
by the school management
committee, Principal
Neelkamal Sinha, NCC Officer Dr. Prasenjit Karmakar
and the entire school family. “We are extremely proud of
Shruti’s success. Her dedication and perseverance have
earned her this golden opportunity to represent our
nation,” said Sinha. Dr. Karmakar also congratulated
Shruti, emphasizing the importance of her accomplish-
ment for the entire district.

For Shruti, this achievement is not just a personal mile-
stone but a source of inspiration for others in the region.
“I am honored to represent Ghatsila and East Singhbhum
on such a prestigious platform. This is a dream come
true,” said Shruti, expressing her excitement.

Her success brings immense pride to Ghatsila subdivi-
sion and the entire East Singhbhum district, as this local
daughter is set to make her mark at the national level dur-
ing the Republic Day celebrations. (w/nkm)

Roshan Jha of Govindpur receives
Mahatma Gandhi National Award
Jamshedpur, Jan 25: Roshan Jha, a resident of Dayal

City, Govindpur, has been awarded
the prestigious Mahatma Gandhi
National Award 2025 for his excep-
tional contribution to Indian spiritu-
al literature. Jha was recognized by
the Ministry of Micro and Small
Enterprises, Government of India,
for his book Sahaj Geetamrit,
which presents Indian culture and
spirituality in an accessible and
engaging manner.

Jha’s achievement has brought
great pride to Govindpur and the
surrounding region. “This recogni-
tion is not just for me, but for the people of my commu-
nity who have always supported me in my journey,” said
Jha, expressing his gratitude. His book has inspired
many, particularly the younger generation, to delve deep-
er into India’s rich spiritual traditions.

Previously, Jha was honored with several prestigious
awards, including the honorary Doctorate degree by the
Government of India in 2023-24, as well as the Ravindra
Ratna Award and Rashtriya Pratibha Samman in 2024.

After receiving the award, Jha was surrounded by fam-
ily, friends and well-wishers at his residence, all of whom
congratulated him for this remarkable achievement. His
dedication to enriching Indian literature and spirituality
continues to inspire others to follow his path. (w/nkm)

Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25: A
capacity-building work-
shop focused on wetlands
conservation and water-
bird monitoring was
organized at Telco Club in
Jamshedpur on January
25, 2025. The workshop, a
collaboration between
Wetlands International
South Asia, Tata Motors
and Shrushti Conservation
Foundation, aimed to raise
awareness and promote
citizen participation in
protecting local wetlands.

Shaba Alam Ansari,
Conservator of Forests,
Jharkhand Forest
Department, attended the
event alongside officials

from the forest department
and Tata Motors. The
workshop's main goal was
to educate the public on
the significance of wet-
lands and the importance
of waterbird monitoring in
maintaining the ecological
balance.

Pranav Kumar from
Tata Motors shared his
knowledge on biodiversi-
ty, discussing the chal-
lenges and the need for
collective action to protect
wetlands across the coun-
try. Dr. Vijaya Bharat, a
local birder and member
of the State Asian
Waterbird Census
Network, provided valu-
able insights into the bird
census methodology.

The event also featured
discussions led by Arghya
Chakrabarty from
Wetlands International
South Asia and Mrugank
Prabhu from Shrushti
Conservation Foundation.
They emphasized the
importance of community
involvement in the Asian
Waterbird Census and the
essential role of wetlands
in maintaining biodiversi-
ty.

The workshop conclud-
ed with a survey imple-
mentation plan, which will
be carried out in January
and February 2025, aim-
ing to gather more data on
the region's waterbird pop-
ulations and their habitat
health. (w/nkm)

Workshop on Asian Waterbird Census held
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The Republic Day parade will be a
powerful showcase of the strength,
valour and discipline of armed
forces, an army official said on
Thursday.

He noted that in preparation for
the parade, a full dress rehearsal was
organised at Kartavya Path.

"The 76th Republic Day Parade
on 26 January will be a grand
celebration of India's rich heritage
and its progress as a nation," the
official said.

He pointed out that the Army's
Bhishma Tank-T90, SARATH
Infantry Carrying Vehicle BMP-II,
NAMIS (Nag Missile System),
CHETAK (All Terrain Vehicle),
BRAHMOS, AGNIBAAN and
PINAKA missile system will be
displayed at Kartavya Path on
Republic Day.

"The army will also showcase its
KAPIDHWAJ (Specialist Mobility
Vehicle), BAJRANG (Light
Specialist Vehicle), AIRAWAT
(Vehicle Mounted Infantry Mortar
System), NANDIGHOSH (Quick
Reaction Force Vehicle (Heavy),
TRIPURANTAK (Quick Reaction
Force Vehicle (Medium), SANJAY
(Battlefield Surveillance System
(High Altitude Areas), SANJAY

(Battlefield Surveillance System
(Desert), LAGHU ANTARAL
SETU PRANALI 10M (Short Span
Bridging System 10M) and Akash
Weapon System," the official said.

The official added that the Brigade

of the Guards, Mechanised Infantry
Regiment, Punjab Regiment, Rajput
Regiment, JAT Regiment
Contingent, Garhwal Rifles
Regiment Contingent, Sikh Light
Infantry and Bihar Regiment will

also participate in the marching and
band contingents of the Army during
the parade.

He said that before the parade,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
lead the nation in paying tribute to

the martyrs by laying a wreath at the
National War Memorial.

"The parade will begin at 10:30
AM with the 'National Salute' and
will continue for 90 minutes,
reflecting the journey of India's
heritage and growth," the official
said.

He said that during the parade the
army will display New Generation
Equipment in Mechanised Column.

"Six marching contingents from
the Army, 08 Mechanised Columns
and Mounted Cavalry will
participate," he said.

He further added that there will be
tableaux of Department of Military
Affairs (DMA) and Veterans.

"The motorcycle display by the
Corps of Signals (Army) will be one
of the major attractions of the
Republic Day celebration at
Kartavya Path," he said.

He added that there will also be a
showering of flower petals by the
IAF helicopters.

"In the end, the fighter jets of the
Indian Air Force will perform fly
past," he said.

The official pointed out that
Param Vir Chakra and Ashok
Chakra awardees will also be a
part of the parade.

"Indonesian Contingent and
Band will march at Kartavya Path
(Country of Chief Guest). There
will be a veteran's tableau:
Swarmin Bharat: Virasat aur
Vikas," he said, adding that the
Navy Brass Band, Navy Marching
Contingent and Navy Tableau will
exhibit achievements of the Indian
Navy.

"Indian Coast Guards will have
their band and a marching
contingent and a tableau showing
coastal security - maritime search
and rescue," he said.

The army official said that the
parade will follow the route from
Vijay Chowk to the National
Stadium along Kartavya Path, with
President Droupadi Murmu, taking
the salute during this prestigious
event.

"The Indian Army will be
represented by a Mounted
Column, 08 Mechanised Columns,
and 06 Marching Contingents. Lt
Gen Bhavnish Kumar, General
Officer Commanding Delhi Area
will be the Parade Commander and
the the Parade second in command
is Maj Gen Sumit, VSM, Chief of
Staff, Delhi Area," the official
added.

76th Republic Day parade: A grand display of India's military strength, heritage, and progress

New Delhi, Jan 24
(IANS) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
engaged in a vibrant and
informal interaction with
NCC cadets, NSS
volunteers, tribal guests,
and tableaux artists who
are set to participate in the
upcoming Republic Day
parade.

The meeting took place
at his residence, Lok
Kalyan Marg, and was
followed by colourful
cultural performances
that showcased India's
rich cultural diversity.

In a departure from past
practices, the Prime
Minister conducted the
session in a unique and
engaging manner, opting
for one-on-one,
f r e e w h e e l i n g
conversations with the
participants. This
informal setting allowed
for deeper, more personal

exchanges and provided a
platform for the
participants to connect
with PM Modi.

During the interaction,
the Prime Minister
stressed the importance of
national unity and
diversity. He urged the
participants to interact
with people from
different states to
strengthen the spirit of 'Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat',
stating, "These
interactions foster
understanding and unity,
which are vital for the
nation's progress." He
stressed that such
interactions were
essential in nurturing a
collective sense of
belonging, vital for
India's continued growth.

PM Modi also
spotlighted the
importance of fulfilling
duties as responsible

citizens to achieve the
vision of Viksit Bharat
(Developed India). He
said, "Remaining united
and committed to
strengthening the nation
through collective efforts

is key to our growth."
The Prime Minister

also encouraged the youth
to register on the My
Bharat Portal and engage
actively in nation-
building activities. He

spoke about the
significance of adopting
good habits such as
discipline, punctuality,
and waking up early, and
urged participants to take
up diary writing to reflect

on their daily activities
and progress.

The Prime Minister
also discussed several
government initiatives
aimed at improving the
lives of citizens. He

highlighted the
government's focus on
empowering women
through schemes aimed at
creating 3 crore 'Lakhpati
Didis'. A participant
shared a touching story of
his mother, who benefited
from this scheme,
enabling her products to
be exported. The Prime
Minister lauded such
success stories.

Further, the PM spoke
about the transformative
power of India's affordable
data rates, which have
r e v o l u t i o n i s e d
connectivity and
contributed to the success
of Digital India. He
pointed out that these
efforts have enhanced
people's ability to stay
connected and opened new
opportunities.

Regarding cleanliness,
the Prime Minister
emphasised the collective

responsibility of citizens to
maintain cleanliness,
saying, "If 140 crore
Indians resolve to maintain
cleanliness, India will
always remain Swachh."
He also discussed the 'Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam'
initiative, urging everyone
to plant trees in honour of
their mothers as a symbol
of gratitude and respect.

He also touched upon
the 'Fit India Movement',
encouraging everyone to
take time out for Yoga and
focus on their fitness and
well-being. He stated that a
focus on health is essential
for building a stronger and
healthier nation.

He also interacted with
foreign participants who
were present for the event.
These participants
expressed their joy at
attending the programme
and praised India's warm
hospitality. 

PM encourages R Day participants to engage in social change and nation-building

India will celebrate its 76th Republic
Day on Sunday (January 26). The iconic
Republic Day Parade, featuring
contingents from the Indian armed forces
and the vibrant tableaux from different
states and Union Territories highlighting
their own rich cultural heritage, will take
place in the national capital.

As the nation prepares for the special
occasion, it becomes imperative to
understand the historical and cultural
significance of this day.

Why India observes Republic Day on
January 26

India became an independent nation on
August 15, 1947. While the day marked
the end of nearly 200 years of British
rule in the country, it wasn't until January
26, 1950, that India got its democratic
soul, the Constitution.

After gaining independence, a
Drafting Committee was constituted on
August 29, 1947. It was tasked with
preparing the Constitution of India. Dr
BR Ambedkar served as the chairman of
this committee, which also had on board
K.M. Munshi, Gopala Swami Ayyangar,
Muhammed Saadulah, Alladi
Krishnaswamy Iyer, N Madhava Rao
(who replaced BL Mitter), and TT

Krishnamachari (who replaced DP
Khaitan).

A formal draft of the Constitution was
presented to the Constituent Assembly
on November 4, 1947.

And then after numerous sessions to
incorporate various changes in it over the
subsequent two years, the Assembly
finally adopted it on January 24, 1950. A
total of 308 members of the Assembly
signed two copies of the text, one each in
Hindi and English.

This was a pivotal moment for the
country, establishing its status as an
independent republic.

Significance of January 26
The Indian National Congress (INC)

had designated January 26, 1930, as a
day of "Purna Swaraj" from British rule
during their Lahore Session. They urged
all citizens to observe it as Independence
Day.

This was in response to the British
proposal granting India dominion status
as an independent country. At the time,
the tricolour flag was unfurled for the
very first time in the history of India.

Twenty years after this, the
Constitution of India was officially
adopted on January 26, 1950.

Why India celebrates
Republic Day on January 26 Bhubaneswar, Jan 24 (IANS)

In a first of its kind initiative,
Odisha Police will hoist the
national flag at 10 uninhabited
islands on the Odisha coast on the
occasion of Republic Day
celebrations on January 26.

Speaking to mediapersons here
on Friday, DGP Y.B. Khurania
said: "For the first time, the Odisha
Police team will go to 10
uninhabited islands on the Odisha
coast and unfurl the Tricolour on
the occasion of Republic Day
celebrations."

Khurania also stated that this will
be done as per the instructions of
the Prime Minister.

"Our team has already completed
a survey by visiting 10 such
Islands. Arrangements have been
made to fly the national flag at
those islands," he added.

Meanwhile, DGP Khurania on

Friday held a threadbare discussion
on various aspects related to coastal
security during a meeting with
Donny Michael, the Additional
Director General of Coast Guard
for Eastern Seaboard.

The DGP after the meeting told

the mediapersons that the Odisha
Police have prepared various new
plans to strengthen the coastal
security along Odisha coast.

"We are planning to intensify
coastal patrolling, increase aerial
surveillance and set up a
command-and-control system,"
added Khurania. He also noted that
special inputs related to coastal
security were shared by both of
them with each other during the
discussions. The Odisha DGP
stated that they also held
discussions on how the coast guard
can assist Odisha police in coastal
security.

"It has been decided during the
discussions that we will constitute a
board of officers comprising
officials from both coast guard and
Odisha police. They will carry out
surveys of all the areas along the
Odisha coast. They will

recommend to us the type of boats
required for patrolling in different
areas along the coast," said
Khurania.

The Odisha DGP said that after
getting the survey report,
arrangements will be made to
provide the particular type of boats,
as recommended by the board of
officers, to the marine police
stations in the state.

"We also held discussions on the
lack of adequate manpower for
coastal security. We have a scheme
for the deployment of retired Indian
Navy and the Coast Guard
personnel at the marine police
stations. We shared this
information with the ADG of Coast
Guard. We hope that coast guard
officials would be available for
deployment at the marine police
stations after retirement in the
future," the police officer said.

R-Day: In a first, Odisha Police to hoist Tricolour at 10 uninhabited islands

Jammu, Jan 24 (IANS)
Ekta Kumari has etched
her name in history as the
first Parade Commander
of the All India NCC Girls
Contingent from Jammu
& Kashmir (J&K) at the
Republic Day parade at
Kartavya Path this year.

Hailing from Srinagar,
she serves as the Leading
Cadet of 1 J&K Naval
Unit NCC and is currently
pursuing a BSc at
Government College for
Women in Gandhi Nagar,
Jammu.

Inspired by her father, a
retired soldier from 12
JAK LI, Ekta's dream of
joining the Defence forces
has been a lifelong
ambition.

From her schooling at
Army Public School,
Akhnoor, to her college
years where she joined the
NCC, Ekta's unwavering
determination has

propelled her towards this
monumental achievement.

Her journey was marked
by exceptional dedication
to social work and
adventure activities.
Although she faced
challenges while striving
for a spot in the Republic
Day Camp (RDC), the
encouragement she got
from her family,
particularly her brother
Lavneet and her mother,

kept her focussed on her
goal.

Reflecting on her
achievement, Ekta shared,
"Becoming the Parade
Commander on Republic
Day at Kartavya Path is
the proudest moment of
my life. This is not just my
success, but one shared by
my family, my unit, and
the entire region of
Jammu-Kashmir and
Ladakh."

Ekta Kumari makes history as NCC's 'Parade
Commander' from J&K on Republic DayNew Delhi, Jan 25 (IANS) On the eve of Republic

Day, names of 942 personnel from police, fire, civil
defence, home guard, and correctional services were
announced for the various categories of gallantry and
service medals, as per a government statement issued on
Saturday.  According to the statement issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), this includes 95
gallantry medals awarded to personnel for their
exemplary courage and valour.

Among the gallantry awardees, 28 personnel were
deployed in Left Wing Extremism-affected areas, 28 in
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), and three in the northeast, as
well as, 36 in other regions of the country.

Additionally, 101 President's Medals for Distinguished
Service (PSM) were conferred, with 85 awarded to police
personnel, five to fire services personnel, seven to civil
defence and home guard personnel, and four to those in
correctional services. Of the 746 Medals for Meritorious
Service (MSM), 634 went to police service personnel, 37
to fire service, 39 to civil defence and home guard, and 36
to correctional service. The Medals for Gallantry (GM)
are granted for "exceptional and noteworthy acts of
bravery in saving lives and property, or in preventing
crime and apprehending criminals," according to a
statement from the central government. Additionally, the
level of risk involved is also assessed with careful
consideration of the responsibilities and duties of the
officer in question. The President's Medal for
Distinguished Service (PSM) is awarded for exceptional
service records, while the Medal for Meritorious Service
(MSM) acknowledges valuable service marked by
resourcefulness and dedication to duty.

R-Day: 942 personnel to be honoured
with Gallantry, Service Medals
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Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25:
Kavyapta Global School (KVGS)
successfully hosted a Directors’
Meet and Open House
Discussion, fostering stronger col-
laboration between parents, stu-
dents and the school management.
The event, held on January 25,
2025, welcomed parents of stu-
dents from Nursery to Class XII,
offering them dedicated time slots
for personalized interactions.

The first session focused on
senior students from Classes IX to
XII. Kabita Agrawal, Director and
Principal of KVGS, addressed the
students and reassured them of the

school’s support during their
Board Exam preparations. She
emphasized the availability of
extra classes and personalized
teacher sessions to resolve doubts
and ensure comprehensive under-

standing.
Akshay Agrawal, IT Head and

School Management Committee
member, provided vital updates
on CBSE policies impacting pro-
motion and exam procedures,

ensuring parents and students
were well-informed.

Parents of younger students
from Nursery to Class VIII also
participated in discussions regard-
ing academic progress and strate-
gies for effective support at home.

Sunita Sinha, Creative Director
at KVGS, emphasized the impor-
tance of collaboration, saying,
“The partnership between parents,
students and the school is crucial
for achieving optimal outcomes.”

The event concluded with an
interactive session between teach-
ers and parents, addressing feed-
back and ensuring holistic support
for students beyond academics.
(w/nkm)

KVGS strengthens parent-school collaboration with Directors’ Meet and Open House

Mail News Service

Jamshedpur, Jan 25:
Uolo Tekei hosted a
remarkable showcase
event at Kavyapta Global
School (KVGS), where
students from Grades 1 to
8 presented their innova-
tive coding projects. The
event highlighted KVGS’s
commitment to imparting
essential 21st-century
skills like coding and
problem-solving to its stu-
dents. Students demon-
strated impressive projects
built on platforms such as
Code.org, Scratch,
HTML, MIT App Inventor
and Python. Notable proj-
ects included car racing

games, Angry Bird-style
games, Kaun Banega
Crorepati (Indian version
of Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire) games and
text-to-speech applications
developed using MIT App
Inventor.

Parents were astounded
by the creativity and tech-
nical expertise displayed
by the young coders,
showcasing the hard work
and dedication of the stu-
dents along with guidance
from their instructors.

Krishna Thakur from
Uolo Tekei shared, “At
Uolo Tekei, we aim to
empower students with the
skills and confidence
needed to thrive in the dig-

ital era. This collaboration
with KVGS exemplifies
how schools and technolo-
gy providers can shape the
future of learning.”

Akshay Agrawal, IT
Head at KVGS, expressed
pride in the students’
achievements, saying,
“Coding is not just a skill;
it’s a gateway to creativity
and critical thinking. We
are proud to nurture these
qualities in our students.”

Kabita Agrawal,
Director of KVGS, added,
“This event is a testament
to our vision of holistic
education, inspiring confi-
dence and laying the foun-
dation for future-ready
learners.” (w/nkm)

Uolo Tekei showcases coding
projects at Kavyapta Global School

Review meeting on Zila Parishad
working system held

Mail News Service

Seraikela, Jan 25: A crucial review meeting on
the update of the working system of the Zila Parishad
and the functioning of the Zila Parishad Standing
Committee was held at the Zila Parishad Bhawan in
Seraikela. The meeting was chaired by Amarendra
Pratap Singh, Chairman of the Fifth Finance
Commission, Jharkhand. Also in attendance were
key officials including Prof. Hariswar Dayal,
Member of the Fifth Finance Commission, Deputy
Development Commissioner and Chief Executive
Officer of Zila Parishad Seraikela-Kharsawan
Ashish Agarwal, Zila Parishad President Sonaram
Bodra and Vice President Madhushree Mahato.

The meeting commenced with an in-depth review
of the working system of the Zila Parishad, followed
by a discussion on the functioning of the Zila
Parishad Standing Committee. Singh took inputs on
the current sources of income for the Zila Parishad
and the available resources. He emphasized the need
for innovative steps to boost revenue.

"We must focus on making effective use of vacant
land for developing commercial complexes. This
could significantly increase the Zila Parishad’s
income,” said Amarendra Pratap Singh. He also
stressed the importance of adhering to proper guide-
lines when utilizing resources such as community
buildings, dak bungalows and bus stands.

In addition, Singh provided directions on main-
taining cleanliness and conducting regular mainte-
nance for proper rate repetition, particularly concern-
ing the Haat Bazaar. The officials were urged to
adopt proactive measures to enhance revenue
sources through diligent efforts and adherence to
rules.

Other officials present included Deputy Election
Officer cum District Panchayati Raj Officer
Surendra Oraon, Executive Officer Satyendra
Mahato and Executive Engineer Special Division,
among others. (w/nkm)
Road safety awareness bike rally held

Gamharia, Jan 25: A bike rally organized as part
of the Road Safety Awareness Campaign took place
on Saturday, with the support of local authorities in
Gamharia. The rally was conducted under the leader-
ship of District Transport Officer Girja Shankar
Mahato and Traffic Inspector Ajay Mishra, aiming to
raise awareness about road safety among the resi-
dents of Adityapur police station area.

The event was attended by several traffic police
personnel, including Motor Vehicle Inspector Ravi
Prasad, Dilip Kumar, District Road Safety
Management Kundan Verma, Road Analyst
Engineer Ashutosh Kumar Singh and IT Assistant
Dhrit Kumar. The rally traversed through various
parts of Gamharia, engaging people and educating
them about road safety measures, particularly focus-
ing on safe driving practices, wearing helmets and
respecting traffic rules.

Girja Shankar Mahato, District Transport Officer,
emphasized the importance of spreading road safety
awareness, saying, "Raising awareness about road
safety is essential to prevent accidents and save lives.
This rally is just one of many steps we are taking to
ensure safer roads for everyone."

Taekwondo color belt grading
and referee seminar concludes

Mail News Service

Gamharia, Jan 25: The Taekwondo color belt
grading test and referee seminar, organized by the
Jharkhand Taekwondo Academy and Social Action,
concluded successfully at the Nav Jyoti Vidya
Mandir School in Gamharia. The event witnessed the
participation of numerous players and referees, with
many students achieving remarkable success in their
respective exams.

The ceremony saw the felicitations of the players
who passed the color belt grading test with good
marks. Among the successful players were Khushi
Kumari, Anjali Verma, Sahil Prajapati, Devansh
Srivastava, Shivansh Srivastava, Rupashree
Chaudhary, Sparsh Pathak, Aryan Kumar Pandit and
Prince Kumar Singh, to name a few.

In addition, a special recognition ceremony was
held for those who successfully completed the refer-
ee seminar. After a comprehensive examination, the
new state-level referees, including Surita Nandan,
Vishal Kumar, Sautrik Majhi, Muskan Melgandi and
others, were awarded certificates for their achieve-
ment. The referee seminar, which started in
December, concluded with an examination on
Saturday.

Ravi Shankar, Director of Jharkhand Taekwondo
Academy and Social Action, expressed his gratitude
for the successful execution of the event. "The dedi-
cation of the players and referees has been truly
inspiring and we look forward to their continued
contribution to the sport," Shankar said during the
event.

Taekwondo coach Ayush Kumar Pandey, Priyanka
Bankira, Suhani Kumari and Sanrul Hasan played a
vital role in the successful conduct of the seminar
and grading. Parents of the students also attended,
expressing their pride in their children’s achieve-
ments. (w/nkm)

Chaibasa, Jan 25: The District
Congress Committee of West Singhbhum
organized a "Samvidhan Padyatra" on
Saturday, as part of their Bapu, Jai Bhim,
Jai Samvidhan program. The march,
which began at Congress Bhawan in
Chaibasa, was led by Congress District
President Chandrashekhar Das. The pro-
cession passed through major squares and
intersections of the city before concluding
at Shaheed Park Chowk.

During the march, participants raised
slogans of "Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai
Samvidhan," carrying images of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, the architect of the Indian
Constitution and the Congress flag. The
event was organized in response to recent
comments made by India's Home Minister
Amit Shah about Dr. Ambedkar, which
Congress leaders strongly
condemned.Jagannathpur MLA Sona

Ram Sinku criticized Shah’s remarks,
calling them an insult to the Constitution
and Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy. "The Home
Minister’s comments are an affront to
Baba Saheb and we will not tolerate this
insult. The fight will continue until he
resigns," said Sinku.

P.Singhbhum District Incharge Co-
observer Vijay Khan also joined the
protest, stating, "The BJP is trying to
undermine the Constitution that Dr.
Ambedkar helped create. We will contin-
ue to fight for his respect and the rights
that were won through his struggle."At the
end of the march, the participants read the
preamble of the Constitution, pledging to
work towards equality and unity. Newly
appointed block and city presidents were
also given appointment letters during the
program, which was attended by a host of
prominent Congress leaders. (w/nkm)

Congress holds Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai Samvidhan Padyatra
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Chennai, Jan 25
(IANS) Spin duo of Axar
Patel and Varun
Chakravarthy took two
wickets each as England
set India a target of 166
after making 165/9 in
second T20I at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium on
Saturday.

After being put into
batting first, captain Jos
Buttler was fluent again to
top-score with 45, while
Brydon Carse led a late
counter-attack with 17-
ball 31 as England put in a
much-improved batting
performance. But with the
pitch being good for
batting and dew setting in,
though there's something
in it for bowlers, it
remains to be seen if
England have enough on
board to avoid being 2-0
behind in the five-game
series.

For India, Axar and
Varun were the standout
bowlers with 2-32 and 2-
38 respectively, as the
hosts' bowled 14 overs of
spin, the joint second-

most their slower bowlers
have bowled in a men's
T20I game. The start was
great forthe hosts as
Arshdeep Singh removed
Phil Salt with a short ball
which he pulled straight to
deep square leg.

Buttler bossed Arshdeep
in the third over by
heaving him twice, before
hitting in the gap through
off-side to pick two fours
and a six. Local boy
Washington Sundar struck
another blow in power-
play as Ben Duckett
looked to reverse-sweep
his slower ball, but gave a
top-edge to point.

While Buttler attacked
by slamming Sundar and
Ravi Bishnoi for six,
Harry Brook dazzled by
slog-sweeping and going
inside-out against Axar for
six and four respectively.
But his promising stay
was cut short by
Chakaravarthy, who got
one to turn in from outside
off and castle Brook.

At the mid-point of the
innings, Axar had the big

fish when Buttler tried to
go over mid-wicket, but
was caught in the deep for
45 off 30 balls. The left-
arm spinner struck again
when Liam Livingstone
went hard on the pull, but
holed out to deep
backward square leg.

Debutant Jamie Smith
gave a good account of his
foot movement by
hammering two sixes and
a four in his 12-ball 22,
before lofting to long-off
against Abhishek Sharma.

Carse stepped up by
dancing down the pitch
and using his crease well
to hit three sixes and a four
in his 17-ball 31, before he
and Jamie Overton fell in
quick succession. A
boundary each from Adil
Rashid, Jofra Archer and
Mark Wood ensured
England got over the 160-
mark.

Brief Scores: England
165/9 (Jos Buttler 45,
Brydon Carse 31; Axar
Patel 2-32, Varun
Chakaravarthy 2-38)
against India

2nd T20I: Axar and Varun take two wickets
each as England set India a target of 166

Jaipur, Jan 25 (IANS)
Rajasthan United FC
shocked Churchill
Brothers 1-0 in the I-
League 2024-25
encounter at the
Vidyadhar Nagar Stadium
on Saturday. The loss was
Churchill's second of the
New Year. Spanish striker
Gerard Artigas delivered
the winner deep into the
add-on time of the second
half.

The defeat came as a
double blow for the
visitors as it also cost them
the top position they were
occupying in the league
table. While Namdhari
FC, who outclassed
Shillong Lajong FC in the
day's first match, are now
toppers with 20 points, the
Goa side have dropped to
the second place with 19
points from 10 outings.
Rajasthan meanwhile
moved up to fourth place

with 14 points in their
kitty from nine matches.
The win extended the
Desert Warriors' unbeaten
streak to five games, in
which they have bagged
11 points.

After a shocking loss to
open the new year,
Churchill's form reset to
normal, and the league
toppers were hoping to
extend their advantage
after Inter Kashi's loss the
prior evening. Rajasthan
though were not an easy
case to crack, unbeaten in
four and putting together a
run of results that not just
belied their early season
form but also had slowly
turned it around.

Predictably, the visitors
were the ones who started
brighter, and in a first half
devoid of much real
goalmouth action, were
the ones who conjured up
the big chances of the

period. The first arrived
seemingly on a platter for
Kingslee Fernandes, the
forward's run at the far
post picked out with a
perfect cross from the left.
He volleyed high.

Churchill almost got the
opener, Lamgoulen
Hangshing's cutback from
the right falling in the path
of Kingslee running into
the box. The forward's
shot was on target but
bounced off a clueless
defender blocking the
goal.

The game wore on
without either side able to
break through, half
chances also petering out
to few and far between.
Arguably the best chance
fell to Churchill's Nishchal
Chandan in the 88th
minute, when a half-
cleared corner fell at his
feet inside the six-yard
box. 

I-League 2024:25: Artigas' stoppage time
winner helps Rajasthan shock Churchill 1-0

Chennai, Jan 25 (IANS) India
and England both made two
changes to their respective playing
XIs as captain Suryakumar Yadav
won the toss and elected to bowl
first in the second T20I at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium here on
Saturday. India are leading the
five-match T20I series 1-0.

Local boy Washington Sundar,
and Dhruv Jurel replaced the
injured duo of Nitish Kumar
Reddy and Rinku Singh in India's
playing eleven. While Reddy is
unavailable for the rest of the series
due to a side strain, Rinku is out for
two games because of a lower back
spasm picked while fielding in the
T20I series opener, which India
won by seven wickets in Kolkata.

"Looks like a good track, there
was a little bit of dew yesterday,
hoping the wicket will be better in
the evening. It looks good, but it
looks hard, hope it stays the same.
We want to stick to the basics and
have the same approach we had in

the last game in all the
departments. Really looking
forward to the game. Fielding is
the one thing which brings

everyone together, brings a lot of
energy and positivity," said
Suryakumar.

For England, Jamie Smith is

making his T20I debut after Jacob
Bethell is out due to illness, while
Brydon Carse comes in for Gus
Atkinson. 

2nd T20I: Smith and Carse picked, Sundar and Jurel
come in as India elect to bowl first against England

Rourkela, Jan 25 (IANS) Team
Gonasika put on an impressive
performance to defeat the Tamil
Nadu Dragons 4-2 in a Pool B
match of the Men's Hockey India
League 2024-25, held at the Birsa
Munda Stadium here on Saturday.
Gonasika's goals came from
Araijeet Singh Hundal (14'), Jack
Waller (45'), Tim Howard (50'), and
Chandanda Nikkin Thimmaiah
(51'), while Amit Rohidas (8') and
Tom Craig (56') found the net for
the Dragons.

Despite the loss, the Tamil Nadu
Dragons held on to the top spot in
the points table with 17 points from
nine games. Team Gonasika,
meanwhile, remained in seventh
place with 10 points from their nine
matches.

Team Gonasika kicked off the
match with a high-tempo attack,
earning a penalty corner within the
opening minute. However, they
couldn't make the most of this early
opportunity, as the Tamil Nadu
Dragons displayed a strong
defensive structure, successfully
thwarting the threat.

The Dragons quickly turned
defense into offence, launching a
swift counterattack that earned them
their first penalty corner of the
match. Captain Amit Rohidas (8')
stepped up and brilliantly slotted the
ball home with precision, giving his
side an early 1-0 lead. Buoyed by

the advantage, the Tamil Nadu
Dragons shifted their strategy,
focusing on controlling possession
and dictating the tempo of the game.

Meanwhile, Gonasika,
determined to fight back, leaned
into a counter-attacking style, which
soon paid dividends as a well-

executed play saw Struan Walker
deliver a pinpoint pass to Araijeet
Singh Hundal (14'), who found
space and unleashed a powerful
shot, levelling the score with a
clinical finish. The thrilling first
quarter came to a close with both
teams locked at 1-1, setting the

stage for an exciting battle ahead.
The second quarter saw both

teams engaging in early exchanges,
with each side making several circle
entries. Team Gonasika came close
to taking the lead multiple times and
earned two penalty corners, but they
were unable to capitalize on their
chances. Despite the attacking
efforts from both teams, the second
quarter remained goalless, and the
halftime score stayed level at 1-1.

Team Gonasika began the third
quarter on an attacking note and
won a penalty corner, but Tamil
Nadu Dragons goalkeeper David
Harte stretched to his left to make a
good save and keep his team on
level terms.

In the meantime, the Dragons
increased their attacking intensity
and tested the Gonasika's defence
on multiple occasions to put the
pressure back on them. The strategy
helped them win two back-to-back
penalty corners, but they failed to
covert any of them.

Team Gonasika eventually
managed to break the deadlock
when Jack Waller (45') skillfully

deflected a pass from Manpreet
Singh to convert a penalty corner,
putting his team ahead. As the
penultimate quarter came to a close,
Team Gonasika held a 2-1 lead,
setting up an intense final phase of
the match.

With the scoreline in their favour,
Gonasika came out firing in the
fourth and final quarter, quickly
extending their lead. Captain Tim
Howard (50') capitalised on a
perfectly placed long pass from Jack
Waller, deflecting it into the net to
make it 3-1. Just a minute later,
Chandanda Nikkin Thimmaiah (51')
added another goal, finishing off an
impressive team effort to push
Gonasika's advantage to 4-1.

Facing a significant deficit, the
Tamil Nadu Dragons ramped up
their intensity, shifting to a more
aggressive attacking strategy. Their
efforts paid off when Tom Craig
(56') managed to score, narrowing
the gap to 4-2. However, despite
their push, this proved to be the final
goal of the match, as Team
Gonasika secured a well-earned 4-2
victory.

HIL 2024-25: Team Gonasika come back to beat Tamil Nadu Dragons 4-2

Leh (Ladakh), Jan 25
(IANS) Pranav Madav
Surapaneni won
Telangana's second gold
medal of the Khelo India
Winter Games 2025,
winning the ice-skating
competition but all
attention on Saturday was
on the blockbuster ice-
hockey league match
between Indian Army and
Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP).

With about 10 minutes
left on the clock, Stanzin
Mingure scored twice in
succession to script a
dramatic 3-1 victory for
ITBP. Army's defence
collapsed in the third and
final period of the contest,
one of the greatest
rivalries in Indian sports.

All roads on Saturday
led to the 5000-capacity
NDS sports complex for
the Army versus ITBP ice-
hockey match. Like
always, the stands were
full of Armymen, dressed
in their olive green attire,
backing their team in big
numbers. But it was

Mohammed Ismail who
drew first blood for ITBP
in the second minute of a
match that often got a bit
physical. Tsewang Dorjey
drew level for the Army
with a lovely flick in at the
far post early in the
second period, but the
Indian Army, the
defending champions, lost
control in the third period
and suffered their first loss
of the Khelo India Winter
Games 2025.

"The team's strategy
worked perfectly,
bringing us closer to

securing the victory today.
I managed to score a goal
for the team and I am
happy with that. The
Khelo India Winter
Games are being
professionally managed
and such an open
environment encourages
us to perform better," said
ITBP's centre-forward
Ismail said on Saturday.

After Nayana Sri Talluri
on Friday, Pranav Madav
Surapaneni won
Telangana's second gold
in the skating
competition.

KIWG 2025: Telangana lead medal
tally; ITBP tame Army in ice-hockey

New Delhi, Jan 25 (IANS)
New Zealand all-rounder Amelia
Kerr has been named as winner of
ICC Women's T20I Cricketer of
the Year award for 2024. She beat
competition from Ireland all-
rounder Orla Prendergast, Sri
Lanka captain Chamari
Athapaththu and South Africa
skipper Laura Wolvaardt to get
the coveted honour.

Amelia has also become the
second New Zealand women's

cricketer after the veteran Suzie
Bates (2016) to have won this
award. In 2024, Amelia was at the
peak of her powers in T20Is by
amassing 387 runs at an average
of 24.18 while picking 29 wickets
at an average of 15.55 in a
landmark year where New
Zealand won the T20 World Cup
for the first time.

"It's a huge honour to win the
ICC Women's T20I Cricketer of
the Year award. With it being a

T20 World Cup year, this format
was really important. I love the
responsibility that the White
Ferns have given me and the
teammates I have around me who
back me, and it's a team I love
playing for," said Amelia in an
ICC statement on Saturday.

In New Zealand's winning run
in the T20 World Cup, Amelia
picked 15 wickets, the most scalps
ever taken by a single bowler in
the history of the tournament, at

an average of 7.33 and an
economy rate of 4.85 across six
matches.

She also finished 135 runs in
six innings at an average of 27,
which put her in the top ten run-
scorers of the competition. After
stifling India in their eye-catching
opening round victory in Dubai,
Amelia claimed four wickets
against defending champions
Australia, though New Zealand
lost the game.

Amelia Kerr crowned ICC Women's T20I Cricketer of the Year for 2024
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National Voter's Day 
observed in Gamharia

Gamharia, Jan 25: On the occasion of National
Voter's Day, a special program was organized in the
Gamharia Block Auditorium. The event was marked by
a solemn pledge to uphold the values of clean, fair and
peaceful elections. BDO Abhay Kumar Dwivedi and CO
Arvind Kumar Bedia administered the oath to all block
and circle employees.

During the event, both officials commended the exem-
plary work done by employees during the last assembly
elections. "Your dedicated efforts in ensuring a clean and
peaceful election were commendable. This spirit of serv-
ice must continue in future elections as well," said BDO
Dwivedi. The oath administered emphasized the impor-
tance of free and fair elections and employees pledged to
exercise their voting rights impartially, without being
influenced by caste, creed, religion, or any other factors.
The event served as a reminder of the responsibility each
citizen holds in maintaining the democratic values of the
country.

Seraikela, Jan 25: A block-level cook-
ing competition under the PM Poshan
Shakti Nirman Yojana was recently held
in the Block Resource Center, Seraikela.
Organized by the District Education
Superintendent and overseen by Seraikela

Block Incharge Rajaram Mahato, the
competition aimed to enhance the skills
of cooks and assistants involved in the
Mid Day Meal Scheme.

The event saw participation from
selected cooks from all eight clusters

within the Seraikela Block, including
Pathanmara, Dudhi, Sini, Sindri, Hudu,
Bhadrudih, Kendua and Bal Madhya
Vidyalaya Seraikela. The competition
was a platform for cooks to showcase
their culinary skills and creativity in

preparing nutritious meals for students.
Cluster Resource Center Madhya

Vidyalaya Sini emerged victorious by
securing first place, while Upgraded
High School Bhadrudih secured second
place. 

PM Poshan Shakti Nirman Yojana hosts block-level cooking competition
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